
 

where! Now itõs up to you to 

take advantage of it! 
 

Sarah Ralls 

òEmpower Your Actionsó 
This year is designed around 
empowering your actions! What 

exactly does this mean? Well 

letõs break it down.  This year, 

the challenge is to think about 

how your actions will affect 

others.  Maybe to you this 

means you will start a commu-

nity service project to help the 

local folks near you, or maybe 

this means you will work with 
the Greenhands in your chapter, 

so they get acquainted with the 

great works in the FFA, or 

maybe this means to empower 

yourself, by taking on the op-
portunities that FFA has to of-

fer.  Empowerment is every-
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everyone had a great experience.  

òIt was incredibleó stated Erin 

Switzer of the Richey chapter.  

Erin, a recently graduated senior 

from the Richey high school, said 

that the tour was above her expec-

tations and learned way more than 

she had planned on.  òThere were a 

lot of agricultural businesses that I 

The Montana FFA held its first Mon-

tana Ag Tour in the middle of July 

starting at the Rocky Mountain 

College.  Members from across the 

state came together to experience 

this new opportunity that FFA has 

to offer.  Some members were 

unsure of what to expect but by the 

end of the tour, it was certain that 

was unaware of in the state of 

Montanaó. 

Everybody had their eyes opened 

up as we began the tour.  We 

started off at BLS (Billings Live-

stock Sale), the home of the 2009 

Top Auctioneer Ty Thompson.  We 

experienced first hand as  
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Chase Roseé..Central Region Vice-president!!  Con-

gratulations, Chase...you are only the 7th National Of-

ficer in our 80-year history!  We are proud of you! 
Others were:  Robert Stewart, Miles City (1933); Roy Meyer, Fairfield (1942); Bob Barthelmess, 

Miles City (1943); Bill Michael, Jr., Billings (1948); Pete Knutson, Miles City (1954);  and Mike 

Stevenson, Hobson (1991) 



held that night. Sponsors and commu-

nity members helped make the week a 

success by providing the food, work-

shops, and prizes for competitions on 

the final day. Partakers found the 

experience rewarding and insightful to 

local Montana agriculture. 

"Range Days was a really fun time and 

you learn a lot," says Cody Schoeller 

from the Joliet FFA Chapter.  "This 

Miles City began the summer off with 

holding the cityõs first year of Range 

Daysõ two-year cycle. Individuals 

divided into age groups from Bucke-

roos to Adults. Out in the field, partici-

pants learned range and agriculture 

knowledge including plant ID, soil 

science, energy conservation, and 

ranch management. FFA members 

joined in and found fun both in the 

workshops and the live band dance 

year was my first time at Range Days 

and I am looking forward to more 

upcoming agronomy contests." 

Special thanks go to all the contribu-

tors and the Pratt family for making 

Range Days such an accomplishment 

this year. 

Ethan Schaff 

Range Days arrives in Miles City 

Missoula takes another first in the Envirothon 

Forestry CDE introduced into Montana 
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service. The 4-H members were shown the 

steps involved in organizing a community 

service activity so that organizing one 

would be easier and they would have a 

guide to follow. After being instructed in 

the steps of creating a community service 

project as a group the members were 

asked to create their own community 

service project. They all came up with 

wonderful ideas including Operation Brown 

     On July 9th , 2009 on the campus of 

Montana State University in Bozeman, it 

was a day of workshops for the partici-

pants of the 4-H Congress.  They were 

given cards that would tell them which 

workshops they were to participate in. One 

of the options was the Montana FFA Asso-

ciation Workshop. This workshop was 

based on empowering themselves and 

their communities through community 

Bag, which was a detailed plan of creating 

sack lunches that could be given out to the 

homeless, and a community garden to 

grow vegetables for the food bank. The 4-H 

members had a wonderful time planning 

their projects and sharing ideas of com-

munity service projects with others. 

Nicole Willmore 

4-H Congress meets in Bozeman 

This year was the first year for Mon-

tanaõs Forestry CDE. The contest was 

held in Ronan and headed up by the 

local FFA advisor Ben Meyer. Upon 

arrival the members first engaged in 

workshops that helped them to under-

stand the concepts of this new CDE. 

After learning about tree diseases and 

how to correctly start a chainsaw 

(among other things) the members 

started the contest portion. Everyone 

did well. Missoula FFA took first, Flat-

head FFA took second, and Mission 

Valley FFA took third. Overall the con-

test was very organized and success-

ful. 

Richie Farrar 

they prepare for a team presentation 

and five tests over range, soils, wild-

life, forestry, and aquatics. This years 

first place winner in FFA and overall 

was the Missoula FFA. Missoula FFA 

team 2 came in second place and 

Fergus FFA came in third. 

Richie Farrar 

The Envirothon is a very unique con-

test. Not only FFA competes in it. 4-H 

and High School science clubs com-

pete as well. This two-day event is 

held in Lewistown and kicks off with a 

bunch of workshops that teach the 

participants about assessing range 

sites and sustainable uses. After the 

competitors are done taking notes 
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Missoula posing for another picture after 

placing first in the forestry CDE 


