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The current State Officer team recently completed an exciting set of training sessi@RaLMUMNRECEEYIReE Y
BLAST Off, Building Leaders and Strong Teams of Officers, expanded knowledge in ever,
angle of the role as an officer. The Montana, Wyoming, and North Dakota State Officer te
also partnered with National FFA Officers Chelsea Doss and Alexandria Henry at the Nat
Leadership Conference for State Officers.

Each State Officer took this opportunity to take adepth look at their strengths usin@E=IN - Xele Rele Ryt et
the Strength®Quest Evaluation. Through the BLAST Off program, everyone identified eac
otheré6s unigqgue strengths as well as how ERlEskE== NN il
with new techniques to be a more efficient and effective throughout this year of service. A
prominent theme throughout this training was examining officer responsibilities. We are alsEEd iR gpleile/S
striving to fulfill the needs of FFA members. In order to accomplish this goal, the team will
advantage of our new techniques in addition to putting forth dedication and hard work.

As a team, we have recognized that the strong foundation of the National FFA
Organization starts with individual members and supporters. Therefore, our goals put emp
on communication, service, and consistency in order to have a purposeful and positive infl

on the Montana FFA Association.
Written by Kristen Scott

National FFA Officer Candidate

Montana Range Days

Remembering a Legend: Mr.VanD

John fAJacko VanDaveer was one
memorable Advisors. He served as the FFA Advisor for the
Belgrade chapter for 30 years and inspired dozens of students
including many student teachers from Montana State University.
Recently Mr. VanDaveer passed away, leaving behind many FFA
memories to those he worked closest with, his students. John was known for
being firm but fair and helped shape Montana FFA into the successful
organi zation we are all a part of t y . Many of Johnos

working the school farm which was located in the Gallatin Valley and Advising 4 This issue of the Montana FFA

prominent FFA Chapter. Many of his former students whom have written the . )
Foundation have mentioned how their experience through their Agricultural Forum Is sponsored by.

Education have shaped them into the person they are today.
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The passing Mr. VanDaveer serves as a reminder for what Agricultural TﬂrgerSOIIS
Education and the FFA can do for its members and we are honored to have the "Steady As You Grow" Since 1912

opportunity to recognize such an outstanding man.

In passing Mr. VanDaveer requested a memorial be set up and donations to the
Montana FFA Foundation may be made in his honor.



/Montana FFA Alumni Leadership Camp, Highwood Montana

Written by Sarah Snow

Eighty Five enthusiastic members, six counselors, and seven state officers set off
on a week of excitement during Alumni Leadership Camp 2010 June 17 20in
Highwood Montana. With a western theme throughout the week members focused

workshops put on by the counselors Sam Cornthwaite, Kelly Johns, Ryan Mohr,

Karissa Floerchinger, Ethan Schaff, and Andrew Greydanus. The workshops

focused on personal growth, stepping out of your comfort zone, and service to

others. After a reflections ceremony where the members wrote letters to home,

everyone gathered around the campfire to sing songs and make memories. Each

color group created a skit and poster which was presented Saturday night before

members cel ebrated a week of growth and | earni
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on |l earning how to be fAiBranded for Success. 0 They

Successo with a dance. ALC is a chance for member
more personal level and friendships made at ALC tend to follow out throughout
the coming year.
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Kari ssa Floerchinger sel

National Officer Candidate

I would like to thank everyone for a great 80" year in Montana FFA history. My year of service as
the State Secretary was a spectacular growing experience because of the great supporters across
the state. This noticeable support across the state has encouraged me to chase my vision of
becoming a National Officer and for that | am grateful. | am so excited to be representing the Big
Sky State of Montana as the National Officer Candidate at the National FFA Convention.

Sincerely,
Karissa Floerchinger

Montana Range Days

Written by Cody Donaugh

For the second year Montana Range Days (MRD) was held in Miles City, MT. Many
FFA members attended the workshops and seminars. These members came from as
close as Sydney FFA and as far away as Deer Lodge FFA. The first day was much
the same as it has always been. FFA members arrived, registered, and went to the
practice site. The next day FFA members, as well as the many 4-H members that
attended, went to the workshops and seminars. These workshops are put on by very
knowledgeable individuals that make the learning process fun. That evening many of the
participants attended the MRD dance. It was small compared to some; however the members made
the most of it and still had a great time. The following day was competition day. For many FFA
members it was a time to show off what they know and for others it was a test to see how much they
had learned the day before. When the results were in and all the scores were tallied, Shields Valley
FFA was again crowned the top FFA team. Not to be out done however Ms. Loni Blackman from
Cascade FFA won the illustrated talk competition. Many other FFA members competed well and
received awards. Congratulations to all participants at the 2010 Montana Range Days and good
luck next year in Deer Lodge.
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